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AfiSIBACT 

Data collected via a Wisconsin statewide survey of 
randomly selected adults (N=548) were used to test the hypothesis 
that size cf place is inversely related to community attachment in an 
ideational sense and that size of place has no clear association with 
participatory measures of attachment (i.e., contrary to the "linear 
development" perspective of Wirth and the "systemic" model of 
Janowitz and associates, differences in community attachment are 
regarded as mere or less independent of social and family bonds) , The 
variables employed were education, income, age, size of place of 
residence, length of residence, social participation with relatives, 
social participation with friends, organizational membership, 
community solidarity^ and community satisfaction. Eesults indicated: 
rural residence was positively associated with dependent measures of 
community attachment; measures of participatory attachment to the 
ccBimunity were not strongly correlated with community attachment; 
while age and length of residence were substantially intercorr elated, 
a.ge had the major direct effect on both community solidarity and 
community satisfaction; and income had moderately low multivariate 
effects on attitudinal indicators of community attachment, (JC) 
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the literature on coiiiiiunlty attiiclimnt Is revlcweil, and llie JIcIidIoiiiIm- 
lion of theoretical persiiecllvos Into "linear ilevelopiiient" and "systemic" 
aiiprooches Is brought Into question. It Is argued tliat recent evidence on 
llie deterioration of U.S. iiielrnpolllan areas and the einerijence of net urban- 
to-rural mloratlon casts doubt on the exhaust Iveness of the "linear develnii- 
nicnt" and "systeiiilC perspectives and warrants an empirical reconsideration 
of the relatlonslilps between size of place and comiiunlty attactuiient. Rural 
residence proves to lie positively associated with dependent Pleasures of com- 
iNunlty atlaclwent In a 19/4 statewide Wisconsin survey. Heasures of "partic- 
ipatory" attachment to the comixinlty, however, are not strongly correlated 
with coimHinlty attachaient, llie conclusion suimarlzes the development of the 
cojiiionlty attactaent literature and details the Implications of the results 
for future research, 



'I'duer prepared for presentation at the annual meeting of the 
Rural Sociological Society, New york, Must 19/6. This research was 
iiidde possible by funding frmii the Onlverslty of Hisconsln-Hadlson 
Gradujte School and Agricultural txperhiient Station, with a d t onal 
suiipiirt from the Hkhlgan Stale University College of Social Science 
and Agricultiirdl fxperiwol Station. Michigan Agricultural Experlimt 
Station Journal Article Number //IZ. 
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iNriiiii)iii;ri(iii 

lliwi' lin Ikiwi i luiiij liitellcctiidl trdilltluii In toei'lun social scloiico 
whkli rtKjjids Idrijc, (li'iisuly |)0(iuljt(xl cltlo^ as fostcrlwj "soclil intlioloijy," 
"siicldl ill$(ir(|jiili,itlnii," "jiioiiiie," m\ a varliity of otiier social Ills (see for 
i!x,i»i|ile, CarsUirs, 1%'J; farjs and Diiiilum, 13]}, for sotiio specific Biiplrlcal 
similes, aiiil HiclielsiMi, 19/11, for a tlieoretlcal discussion,) This tradition 
lias \m norturcd by simlnal contrlbutlotis of classical tlieorlsts (Slimicl, IW/; 
Ineiink'S. 195/), |io|iular tocrlcan values (Mlilte and Mlilte, 1961: lladden and 
Barton, 19/]), and the Influence of the famous sociologist Louis Mirth (1961), 
Indeed, ihc a|i|iapent disorder, tumioll, and disorganization characteristic of 
II.S, cities diirlmj the early decades of the twentieth century furnished variants 
iif "iieiieliisthaft-ijesellsciiaft" and "urbanlsni as a way of life" theories with a 
uiiii|)elllnij loijlt, UrlMO life obviously differed greatly from rural life, atid 
It appeared the rural-urban "typoloijical tradition" (HcKliiney and Loomls, 1961) 
had accurately captured the essence of the ongoing forces of urbanisation and 
Industrlall^dllnn, 

MllHiiigh certain of Mirth's Chicago colleagues- Thoiius, Park, and Burgcss- 
dld not totally anbrace lils conceptions of the nature of twentieth century urban 
life (see Hasarda and Janowilz, l9/4;328-3?9), the persuasiveness of the HIrth 
iheurellcdl system did nol appreciably decline until the I950's (despite Mbyte's, 
1943. crillqoe). One of the first major applications of an emerging empirical 
sociulogy was to employ saifle survey technlgues to test the applicability of 
the rural -urban tyiologlcal tradition, llie aiiplrlcal studies of feelrod (195/), 
Greer (1956), and llell u4 iloat (195?), along with the theoretical work of 
-laiHiwItz (1951), were decisive studies In uiKieriiilniiK] the notion that cities 
Inherently foster a weakening of towiiunlty solidarity, a predoiiit nance of 



I 

"secuiidary" group contacts over "prliiary" ones, and a dissolution of Unship 
bondSi rural -urban differences In these measures of "cniiMinlty atlartauni" were 
meager, contrary to Mirth's expectations, 

liie Ipiage of urbanlsni as articulated by NIrtii failed to he 5U|)|iorlcd iiy 
the evidence, and a polite, but firm, debunking of Mirth has become the typi- 
cal pattern In textbooks. Journal articles, and monograpludcaling with urban- 
ization, Industrialization, orconinunlly studios (see, for example, dans, I96II; 
Relssfflan, 1961; Suttles, l9/2i Poplin, 19/2; [lewey, 1963; llawley, 19/1). As 
Mllenskyand Lebeaux ( 1965; 129) argue; 

MIth striking consistency the recent studies of urban life under- 
score the nuclear family as the basic area of Involvanent for all 
type of urban populations. Mc do not find a madly mobile, rest- 
less mass, desintegrating for want of Intimate ties, but an almost 
bucolic contentment with the narrow circle of kin and close friends, 
with the typical urbanlte spending roost of lils leisure with the 
family at home, caring for the children, watching television, main- 
tain the Ine, reading. 

ilmerican social science thus moved toward a consensus that while Mirth's ob- 
servations of early twentieth century American cities might be descriptively 
accurate, cities do not necessarily dooin their residents to life as an "Iso- 
lated mass," 

REVIEW OF i'lLOny AND RESEARCH 
Kasarda and Janowltz (19/4) have rerently added a theoretical and etiiplri- 
cal codification to the debate over Mirth's notion of urbanism as a way of life. 
Kasarda and Janowltz detail two Ideal-typical perspectives on coinimnity attach- 
ment in "mass society"- the "linear develoimeiit" model of Mirth and Toennies, 
and a "systemic model" derived from the work of Park, Burgess, Thomas and 
otiiers.' They fi<)d substantial empirical support for the systemic model among 
a sample of British survey respondents and argue that Hirtli's observations of 
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, ti lack 1)1 siKiUi liiltMjrftllnn of liirilnniit) Into llio Clilcayo ciHiiwntty sysUin 
ji'u ii\\m\ by llHi Ntliiir iidlqiiQ ilididcttir of tlie I92()*||J40 Clilcaijo 
!itnicliirb. 

lirlufly, ilio llriiiiir tieveloiiiiciit hkkIdI presM that urban llfo Is ile* 
chlvely sUH by the lanje jHiiHJlitiont hhjh |)0|Hi]atlon density, «(kI high 
socUl lielcroijenelty of cities, Ihese altriUitfis, accordlni) to the linear 
(IcveloiniiRnt mode) of coimiinily ftttaclwenl, lead to "a substitution of secon- 
diiry for |irliiwry conUcls. a weakiining of the bonds of kinship, and a detlihino 
mU\ slynlflcdiice of the local cuiiiiiunlty' (Kasarda aiid Janowitz, 19Mi328), 
Ihfl systemic iiKxIel posits that the urban conniunlty remains an Integral aspect 
of social solldarlly In urbanized societies, Out since nidss societies are 
mobile societies, with petsons often being uprooted from their cofiiiHjnItics in search 
of tiiiployiiient. education, aod so on, there are var iations In the extent to 
which persons experience solidary relations within the urban coiimnlty. The 
"cwiriwrilty of limited lldblllty." (Janowit/, 1951) then, aptly cliaracterUes 
the systemic Bioders Image of the urban coflinunity. lirbanltes thus develop 
extensive ii^rtklpallon in and atlaclwent to a conntinlly as long as they re- 
side there, "yet [arc] prepared to leave these coiniiunitles If local conditions 
fall to satisfy their Iflitiedidte needs or aspirations'* (Kasarda and Janowitz. 
1974:3291, 

Kdsarda dixl Janowltz therefore argue that the explanatory abilities of the 
linear develofiiieiit and systemic models may be evaluated by the extent to which 
population sUe and density, versus length of residence, explain variation in 
dependent measures of priiiwry group participation and conmunlty attaclwent. 
their data clearly show that leiK)th of residence is a better predictor of rele- 
vant depefxient variables than population size or density, They then suggest 



liial Hirlh faiknl to "control for" length of residence In his Chicago urban 
sociology studies i Innlgrants that wore prly Integrated into the coninunily 
structure likely exhibited greater coniiRinily atlaclwent as their leiwre in 
the urban conrxinity per&isle<i« 

m]m ISSUES in COHMIlNUy AITACIIHtUT 
IN "l«SS SOCIETr 

Me feel tiiat despite the rigor of Kasarda and Janowltz's Investigation of 
coflDXJnity attaclwicnt, certain theoretical and empirical Issues remain unsettled, 
First, the linear development and systemic theories of coiiiiiunity attaclnient do 
not necessarily exhaust the set of available perspectives, Secondly, the 
Kasarda ixikI Janowitz data was British data, not strictly randomly sampled (Ion- 
don was excluded from the sampling deign), and measurement m unsophisticated 
(despite the skillful use of Goodman's roodjfledVegresslon technique for nomi- 
nal variables,) Therefore, an empirical assessment of coirtiHinlty attachment 
seems warranted. 

A neglected theory of urban (In relation to rural) conninity attachment In 
U.S. society, we argue, 1$ based on the assumption that patterns of urbanization, 
urban structure, and urban decay are largely shaped by the imperatives of pri* 
vate capital accumulation (see, for example. Hill, 1975), Both liberal (Turner. 
19/2: Chapter 1) and radical (Bookchin, 1974; O'Connor, 1973: Chapter 5) ob- 
servers have recognized accelerated urban decay and attributed this phenomenon 
to the exigencies of private enterprises maximizing profits and product consump- 
tion (markets), This accords with the observations of ddiiographers and other 
social scientists interested in residential preferences and urban-to-rural mi- 
gration (Hansen, 1970:216; fuguitt and Zuiches, 1975), that a majority of Ameri- 
cans residing In cities 500,000 or larger prefer to live in a non^entral city 
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<i'tiiii i\M, iiriilM'ttiictis fur \m\\ tiiwii tml rurnl rtsldnncii hive liicrtistil ilurlny 
the |Mst iMv. ]\mt liicriiistti In iMill tOMn ind ruril ritldentld prertrencet 
iipiivnr li) culnclilii with iliicrfldsiis In tho (|Uitllty of uihtii llfo, tnif i hypo* 

(lltlSll of llllliKJil Is nut lllt|l|dUllblt. 

fliiis. It MiNild t\)\mr M tht "lysttiiilc' iwdiij of cumiuiilty itticlinont 
nlijht M«ll III) H "Iwipirocaiitrlc* is Its *\\mt (l«v«lo|iii(i(it* cwiiiter|)4rl. 
h Jdiiiiwlti and KdSdrdi wiiro porfoiiilrMj thslr resoirch, largt citlti jn tha U.S. 
am ripldly (IvcaylDij In Imi of subslindird IkhijIikj, unm|iloyMeiit, iwyerty, 
fiscil crisli, onvlroimtal denridAtloii, and to on. Uhlla Me lim no reison 
lu doubt their contention tint urban dwellert continue to adapt to lire In 
iarijtt cities with Increislng years of residence. Me suyyost tliat the nullltude 
ul relnrnrclny factors wlilch have contributed to the social and physical de- 
cay of the Aaiorlcan city during the past decade (see Boukchin, |9M| Cloxard 
HikI PIvbii, ig/5| have overshadowed the ability of liiinan belnys to "autuiiatlc- 
ally" adapt to such coiidUlons (see also Green, 19/31 Hllgrau, 19/0). 

Ili« data of thii (iresent study- recent sample survey data-cannot of 
course defliiatlvely assess tlie oiiergliiy decadence of large U.S. metro- 
politan areas In recent years. Nevertheless, Me suggest tliat those trends 
cannot be Ijiwrcd; nor can Me account for the appearance of net urban-lo-rural 
ailgrallon since 19/(1 as an accidental phenunenon unconnected to the dynamics 
of decay In ilio urban jiolltlcal econuitf, These features of possible Influences 
on contoKiwrary rural-urban patterns of C(«iiunlty atlacfinent Marrant a recon- 
sideration of llie sl2e of place and cuiiiunlty jtlaclwent Issue, Miille raalnding 
us of the pitfalls of uncritically advancing cross-scctlonal research results 
In tlK form of generalizations Mlilch hold In all times and places. In doing su 
wc hyiiotlieslte that sl/e of place Is Inversely related to u(Hiniuiilly altaclmient In 
an Ideal lunal sense, and that slje of pUce has no clear association Mith partlc- 
llMliiry mmini of altdLluient. 



i. 

riiANtyoiiK run mm 

In thh study m« consider two clusters of dependent nwasiires of cueminlly 
tttaclwent-ittltudlnal Measures of cuniiuiilty solidarity and iatlsfactlon, 
and iDcUl and organlutlonal pirtlcl|iatlon Indicators. Uhlle the attliudln- 
il nitasures ire nost crucial to our contention} regarding historic deterior- 
ation of U.S. Kelro|)Olltan placoi. iiartlclpitlon Indicators are also Included 
to assess Mlietlier the "systewlc" iwdol - and Its iiajor causal variable, length 
or residence- Is still relevant In accounting for (urllclpatory conminlty 
attaclment In Aeerlcan coanunltles. Nevertlielsss, mb liave Implicitly |ioslted 
above that residents of large, urban places tilyht moII participate as fre(|ucntly 
as their rural counterparts Mith respect to social participation, yet express 
feelings of lack of comunlty solidarity and dissatisfaction Mith the cownlly. 

ftir guiding hypothesis, then. Is that there are rural-urban differences 
In attltudlnal Indicators of commiinlty attaclvient, but that these attltudl- 
nal differences are not cKpltcable In terns of corresponding rural-urban dif- 
ferences In social and organizational participation. In other Mords, differ- 
ences In comnunlty attachment are regarded to be wore-or^less lnde|)endcnt of 
social and family bonds, contrary to both the "linear develoiracnt'' perspective 
of Hlrth and the "systemic" aiodel of JanoHltz and his colleagues. 

A zero-order correlation analysis of the variables In this study Is 
followed by an examination of multivariate ei|uatlons assessing the Impacts of 
size of place of residence, length of residence, and relevant control variables 
(education. Income, and age) on attltudlnal and participation Indicators of 
loniiunlty attachment. Education, Incoae, and age were selected as control varl- 
ibles following JanowlU and Kasarda's arguments that size of place and length 
)f residence are stwewliat Intercorrelated with both cwiMinlty attaclment Indl- 
;ators and theoretically important antecedent variables. Ho then estimate the 
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illrMt vtfocli of thi lirevliHitly iii«nili)iifi<l iiiIkikIviiI vtrUbltii i\ niII m 
Mkibn o( loclil <nij Hi'iHnluUonil |iiirlkl|Mlloii, iin (In ilti|i(i)Jiiiit lUI* 
tmlliMl mmn iif ((Minlly Mllilnrltif ind ulltfuctltin. 

DAIA AND HCIIIOI) 

for (hit tluily Niirt collicttd by tht yiicontln Survey Rtiitrcli 
IdlMirntory In i iUUMlili lurvey ilyrlng Iht fill (if I97i A Mltl-iUy« prob* 
tbllUy uiplInD tKhnlqui m Mploytd. SilKtlon of (Im miwndiiit Mithin 
lilt IiouuIk)I(I MS riivl(Mil2i(l by tin m ofiiktlon tiblet. In thli mM 
only idiilti 111 yeirt of igt or oldir M«rt choitn ii rcipoixlinti, Housing 
uniu on Mllltiry rmrvttloni Ami idulli In Instllutloiit or group quirttrt 
worn lint liicludMl. Tliw* Mr* Ml) ritpoixjanti. 
0|i «r<tl it nflUitloitof | ||ir U ^ 

Tw ultltudlNl Indlcatorti both iNiured li luniMtixl LUtrt scilai, 
mrd chosen for this study. Iht first such Indlcitor, which m« tern coi- 
nunlty solldirlty, Is based on Ftssler's (I9S2) worli. Iht scili has four 
ciMponint ItdtSi each Mtatured Mith a f Iva-polnt LUert fonut ("strongly 
agree," and so on); *t feel free to stop by and visit Mith nost people In 
this neighborhood." "I know the people llvliig around here quite Mell." I 
feel at hone almost anywhere In this connunlty." "Host of the tiM I do not 
really feel like a icnber of this coamnlty," The scoring of the last Item 
wis reversed to allow suimiatlon of the respondent's I ten scores. The com- 
mihlly satisfaction scale contains four Itcns measured with a seven [lolnt 
LIkert-typB fonnat ("completely satisfied," "very satisfied," and so on): 
'Ikiw satisfied are you with this neighborhood as a place to live?" "llow 
satisdfd or dissatisfied are you with this (liouse, apartment)?" "llow sat- 



Isfld »r« yiw with |iM«« clly-or If R lw«i m rur«l open ciwutry, naw counly) 
i\ I pUct to llv» Inf "In ptral, how iitlifN or dliiatlifldJ m you Nlth 
till «ftvln)rM«itt ariHim) h«ri«>thi lind, woudlanl, water, ilr, i|ulitn«ii, and 
sceneryf" Botli HaUt eihlbltid Cronbich'i alpha co«fflcl«nl» (Hulirnttidt, lilig) 
In tKcets of M so that w nay placi filth In thi rillalilllty of thi uilit. 
Hissing data on a given Um wri assigned thi approprliti lanitli nian. 

The iDclil participation virliblis M«r«Masur«d with direct quistlons 
asking for how of tin tin rispondint talks with friwdi In the county, or "any 
of your rilatlvis," elthir In pirion or by leliphone. For each participation 
virlabli-partlclpillon with friinds ind pirtlclpatlon with rtlatlvis-thi 
responses wen asilgmd nimrlcal scores as followii "dally," four; "tiviril 
tines a week," thriei "once iviry wiik or so," twoi and "onci wiry wnth or 
Iw" and "less often," on. Hissing diU win assigned the iwdlan category 
icon In lach cise. OrgtnUatlonal MMbershIp was operational liid as th« 
««ct nwbir of voluntary assoclatloni rispondents wntloned In response to i 
direct question asking which organliatlons they belonged to. Rispondonts with 
seven or wre MMbershlps were assigned a icore of siven, producing a sanpli 
mean of 0.9. 

Age, education, and total failly Incone were neaiured with direct questions 
asking for the respondent's exact age In years, last yHr of fomal schooling 
completed, and the Incoiie for all household iw^ers during the previous year 
(19/3). Age was scored In tervs of the respondent's exact age, and Missing 
data were assigned the saiple leen (M.O). Education was operational I zed as 
the exact niNber of years of schooling conpleted. Rispondents with Ph.D., H.D. 
and equivalent degrees were given an arbitrary scori of ZOi college graduates 
were assigned a score of IB ; persons with four or nore years of collegi, but 
who did not graduate were assigned a score of 15; and ilssing data were given 
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the samiile niean (11.8). Respondents were asked to chose among 13 Income 
categories, the highest category being $25,000 or more. Respondents were 
assigned a score corresponding with the midpoint of the Income category 
chosen, witii the upper, open-ended category arbjirarlly assigned the value 
of 30,000. Hissing data were given the sample mean (12,548). 

Place of residence was deteruilned from addresses and census materials 
for 1970. Scores of six were assigned to persons living In cities of 100, 
000 residents or larger; 50,000-99,999, five; 10,000-49,999. four; 2500- 
9999, three; m ^lace (less than 2500), two; and rural (open country) res- 
idents were assigned a score of one. There were no missing data. Length 
of residence was measured by a direct question asking the respondents how 
long they had lived In their present residence. Persons replying less than 
one year were assigned a score of one; one to five years, two; six to 10 
years, three; II to 15 years, four; 16-20 years, five; 21-25 years, six; 26- 
30 yearSt seven; and 31 years of greater, elglit. 

Table I presents zero-order correlation coefficients for the relationships 
anioinj the attltudlnal Indicators of cowiiunlty attachment, the participatory 
attachment Indicators, and relevant antecedent variables. Taking first the 
coMRunlty solidarity and conmunlty satisfaction dependent measures, we note 

[fable 1 about here] 

that size of place of residence Is negatively correlated with both attltudlnal 
measures of conriunlty attachment. Size of place lias a moderately large, neg- 
ative zero-order correlation with cojiinunlty solidarity (r = -,336), and a 
somewhat weaker correlatlon'with coflinunlty satisfaction (r = -.277). The 
fact that, at the blvarlale level at least, rural and small, town residents 
express feellnqs of coninuntty solidarity and satisfaction more often than 
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their large city counterparts, accords with the liy|)otlieses of the present 
study. However, length of residence exhibits positive bivarlate relation- 
ships wltli coitiiiunlty solidarity and community satisfaction, coinciding 
with i(asarda and Janowltz's theoretical notions and research results (r « 
,247 and .277, respectively). Age Is also consistently and positively 
related to solidarity and satisfaction with coimiunlty (r = .282 and .268, 
respectively). As would be expected, age and length of residence and age 
are substantially Intercorrelated (r = .557), and multivariate aruiysls 
Is clearly necessary to establish wliether place of residence, length of 
residence, or perhaps age has the largest direct effect in predicting 
coirmunlty solidarity and community satisfaction, 

llie data In Table 1 do suggest, liowever, that previous theorists' 
assumptions that participatory Indicators of comnunlty attachment are 
strongly associated with attltudlnal dimensions of attachment are empir- 
ically untenable. Social participation with friends and social partic- 
ipation with relatives have no bivarlate relationships with either conwufi- 
ity solidarity or coimiunlty satisfaction, Organizational membership does 
have meager, but statistically significant, zero-order correlations with 
solidarity (r = .125) and satisfaction (r = ,141). Nevertheless, Table 
1 shows that organizational membership Is more substantially correlated 
with age and length of residence (r - ,1B8 and .186, respectively), sug- 
i)estln() the possibility that the bivarlate relations atiiong organizational 
membership, comnunlty solidarity, and community satisfaction might well 
be spurious. Again, multivariate analysis is dictated, and we now move 
to a preliminary examination of the effects of age, education, income, 
size of place of residence, and length of residence on the two groups of 
community attaclnient indicators. ' 
Table 2 reports standardized partial regression coefficients for 
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the regression of coiiiDUfilty solidarity, coniiinUy satisfaction, social 
participation with relatives, social participation with friends, and 
organizational meinbershlp on the five Independent variables. Looking 
first at the predictors of comnlty solidarity, we see that size of 
place of residence continues to have the largest Impact on solidarity 
(b* = -.305), supporting the relevant hypothesis. Length of residence 

[Table 2 about here] 

lids no discernible iinpact on coiimunity solldarityi while age has a sub- 
stantial multivariate impact (b* » .256). The structuring of conwunity 
satisfaction is virtually Identical, with size of place of residence 
(b* ' -.251) and age (b* ^ .323) having substantial direct effects, and 
length of residence having little multivariate impact. Family Incoine has 
small, but statistically signiflcant,effects on both solidarity and sat- 
isfaction. This suggests that wealthy families might well be able to 
locate In more desirable conmunitles and therefore express generally high 
feelings of coninunity attachment. 

None of the five independent variables has a statistically significant 
direct effect on either social participation with friends or social part- 
icipation with relatives (see Table 2). Age pi-oves to be the best pred- 
ictor of organizational membership, followed by educational and incoine 
rank. Neither size of place of residence nor length of residence has any 
large multivariate association with organUatlonal n)eiii}ershlp. 

To Investigate more concretely the nature of the interrelations among 
coflinunity attachment as measured by social and organizational participa- 
tion, and attitudes of comounlty solidarity and comnunlty satisfaction, 
we have computed the regression equations sunmarlzed In Table 3, Again, 
we note that social participation with friends and relatives and organ- 
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Izational membership have no substantial direct effect on either com- 
munity solidarity or cowDunity satisfaction. Size of place of residence 
[Table 3 about here] 

continues to have moderately large, Inverse direct effects on both 
solidarity and satisfaction (b* « -.308 and -.251, respectively), while 
length of residence has no multivariate association with either dependent 
variable. Age and Income also have significant net effects on both depend- 
ent measures, as In Table 2. 

DISCUSSION 

The sociological literature on coniuunlty attachment In U.S. society 
has taken many turns, and we might note in a sociology of knowledge sense 
that new directions In this literature have rather faithfully reflected 
major social changes In the tenor of urban life. As noted earlier, the 
period during which major American cities were undergoing massive influxes 
of blacl( and European nigrants-along with labor violence and Inter- 
ethnic hostilities-reinforced the classical sociological viewpoints of 
Siinnel and Toennles. Hany spoke of Vbanlsm as a way of life" In such 
a way that cities would Inherently foster a weakening of social, familial, 
and comnlty bonds. While most observers accepted the fact that large 
cities were here to stay, many sociologists could not help comparing 
urban "social pathology" with the presumed social and comtunal solidarity 
of rural areas (Hllls,*1963). 

As the close of Vorld Har II brought some stability to ethnic Influxes 
Into U.S. cities, the American metropolis experienced nearly two decades 
of steady economic expansion and a muting of social antagonisms In the 
city. It appeared that the rapid social changes that had unleashed the 
turiDoll and disorder of earlier decades were essentially complete, and 
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urban resideols were vICNed to be Increasingly inlegrdtlnj themselves 
Into soctak faitillldK and cooiituna] relationships. The "new urban 
sociology' did find expressions of cofiiunity within tlie mobile, urban 
U.S. society. The notion that urbanization leads to social pathologies 
of various sorts was rejected in favor of the notion that opportunities 
were still available to urban man to stale out conmunlty within the 
vast metropolis. 

However, the urban racial rebellions beginning in the oiid-l960s 
w^re the beginning of several trends which undermined the optimisin of 
many observers of terican urban life. • Ihe out-migration of affluent 
whiles and their capital to the suburbs^ declining inner city tax bases, 
envlruMital prolilaiis» urban decay and other related phenomena were begin- 
riintj to doitiinate the iiietropolitan landscape. Hany large cities were even 
losing population as those who could afford to sought to escape tlie city. 

The present study has reviewed the two tnajor !)3rspectives on the 
structuring of conniunlty attaclmt-the linear developtoent and systemic ' 
perspectives -and argued that each was based on and restricted to specific 
periods in American urban development, It was suggested that the recent 
trends of urban decay might well be iMnifest in major rural-urban differ- 
ences In reelings of cownity attacliment, solidarity, and satisfaction* 
Kuraj residents were found to express solidarity and satisfaction with 
their coiiiiiuiiitles more than residents of large cities, in accordance 
with our hypothesis. Clearly, our data do not allow us to assess changes 
In such attitudes over the past several decades. However, our review 
of tlie relevant literature suggests an hypothesis of increased rural- 
urban differences in coiiniunity attactat over past decades, and this is 
certainly an Important topic for subsequent research. 

Our results also cast doubt on the notion that differences in social 
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and organizational participation have a major Idipact on feelings of 
commnity attactiment-an assumption of Importance to both the Unear 
developmeiU and systemic perspectives. The systemic perspective's 
hypothesis that length of residence is ?. major factor in determining 
levels of conmunlty attachnient received little support In our multivariate 
analyshy While age and length of residence are substantially inter- 
correlaled, it was found that age has the major direct effect on both 
comiiunity solidarity and conntunlty satisfaction^ Ijhile the strong Impact 
of age on the attitudinal Indicators of comnunity attachment was origin- 
ally unanticlpatedi we suggest that this finding might be accounted for 
by the young belni; more oriented toward geographical mobility than the 
elderly. Thus the young might generally have m options in selecting 
a community pf residence and be more critical of tlieir present comnunity. 
Income also had moderately tow multivariate effects on attitudinal Indic- 
ators of comnunity attachment, again suggesting that the well-to-dc are 
best able to select desirable coMlties within which to live. 

Although the results of this study cast doubt on the applicability 
of many notions about conniunity attachment, it is painfully obvious that 
we have not been able to address many crucial issues pertaining to this 
field of inquiry. The profound social changes occurring in American 
metropolitan areas-and resulting Impacts on urban-to-rura| migration 
and population distribution-make the size of place and conrtunity attacli- 
iiient Issue an Important focus for future inquiry. 
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FOOTNOIES 

I. Ihe ''linear developflient" perspective has been termed as such by 
Kdsarda and Jaiiowltz ( 1374) because tliey argue Ulrth and his colleagues 
presumed that progressive, linear advances In urbanization would create 
the various consequences he detailed as Vbanlsm as a way of life" 
(Mirth, l%4)> Kasardd and Janowitz tenp their perspective a ''systemic" 
one since they generally prefer to view the urban comnunlty as a system 
of Institutions and social groups which adapts to ongoing social changes 
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TAOLE ,3r Standardized Partial Regression Coefficients for the Regression 
of Copnunlty Solidarity and Cowwnlty Satisfaction on Selected 
Independent Variables, Total Sanple. 



Dependent Variable 



Independent 
Variable 



romnlty 
Solidarity 



Coniunlty 
Satisfaction 



Education 


*039 


.054 


Incoiw 




Ml* 








size of place of resfdefice 


■.308» 


-.251* 


length of residence 


.0/5 


-.029 


Social participation with 
relatives 


-.032 


-.023 


Social participation with friends 
in coimlty 


.065 


-.OH 


Oryaniiatlonal neoiberslilp 


.021 


.037 


Coefficient of . 
determination (R ) 


.204 


.168 



^Absolute value of the coefflcltnt Is at least Ixlce as large as the standard 
error. 
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